March 1, 2010
Everyone is grieved about the loss of life, devastation, and continued health and safety issues in Haiti as a result of the January 12th earthquake in Haiti.  Many of you in the South Central Jurisdiction are asking how you can help in providing relief.

At this time the United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) and the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) are asking those who wish to help those so disastrously impacted by the earthquake in Haiti to do so in four important ways:
· Donate money.  It is the quickest and most effective way to support.

· Assemble health kits to be distributed by UMCOR. 
· Plan on sending UMVIM teams—medical, repair/construction, other—as soon as teams are allowed into the country. 

· Continue to offer up prayers for all those impacted by the Haiti disaster, and for those who are providing stabilizing first assistance within the country. 

Donate money.  

· Gifts to support UMCOR's Haiti Relief efforts can be made to Haiti Emergency, UMCOR Advance #418325. Checks can be made to UMCOR with Advance #418325 Haiti Emergency in the memo line. Checks can be put in your church's offering plate or mailed to UMCOR, PO Box 9068, New York, NY 10087. 

· Or to speed your giving to those in need, go directly to the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) Advance Giving website for the Haiti Emergency Relief and follow the instructions given there: http://secure.gbgm-umc.org/donations/umcor/donate.cfm?id=3018760&code=418325.
· 100% of gifts made to this Advance will go to help the people of Haiti.

Health Kits are needed.  

· Please see the following UMCOR website for instructions on preparing the health kits: http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/health-kit/.    

· Please provide as many kits as you can to your local church.  The kits will be gathered by the churches into designated warehouses within each UMC conference, for shipment to UMCOR’s depot (Sager Brown) for transport into Haiti.

· If your church needs to know where kits are to be ware-housed in your conference, please contact your Conference Coordinator.  The coordinators for each conference are given (third bullet item) on the South Central Jurisdiction’s UMVIM website:  www.umvimscj.org .

· Importantly, UMCOR asks that you DO NOT stockpile clothing for relief at this time.  All warehousing and transportation resources must first be utilized for medical supplies, health kits, and other items essential to help stabilize the situation. 

(Continued next page)

UMVIM Teams.   
· Many UMVIM teams will be needed to help rebuild, and for years to come.  However, as with all natural disaster situations, no teams will be dispatched until government and military personnel have assessed that areas are deemed safe and secure.  At this time GBGM/UMCOR have advised that it is not safe or possible for volunteers to go to Haiti.  The city of Port-au-Prince and the whole country are in crisis, with severe lacks of food, water and fuel.  There are significant transportation and security challenges.  Bishop Joel Martinez, Global Ministries’ interim General Secretary, has alerted United Methodists bishops of the inadvisability of sending volunteers at this point. Although the desire to offer immediate help is universal among Christians, please understand that at this time prayerful waiting is the most faithful witness we can offer.  
· GBGM/UMCOR has a website where you can register your interest in volunteering on a medical, clean-up, repair/construction, or other UMVIM team to Haiti.  The following website will accept your application and compile a list of those wishing to serve when it is safe to do: www.umrespond.org/Haiti .
Your prayers are needed. 

· The relief effort in Haiti will take years, and the need for prayer continues. Pray for the Haitians who are injured and who have lost loved ones, pray for the rescuers, and pray for those who are working behind the scenes to coordinate this massive effort.
· Please include the Sam Dixon family in your prayers. It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the passing of our friend, the Rev. Sam Dixon. He died January 16 as a result of injuries suffered during the collapse of the Hotel Montana in Port au Prince, Haiti. Sam served as the head of UMCOR since 2007, and his contributions made a difference in the lives of so many. While our hearts are broken for Sam's wife Cindy and their family, we rejoice that Sam's work made such a difference. 
· Please include the Clint Rabb family in your prayers. It is with equal sadness that we acknowledge the passing of our friend and mentor, the Rev. Clint Rabb. He died January 17, also as a result of injuries suffered during the collapse of the Hotel Montana in Port au Prince, Haiti. Clint served as the head of Mission Volunteer, which includes United Methodist Volunteers in Mission.  His contributions as a pastor, prison chaplain, and member of GBGM since 1995 were immense.  While our hearts are broken for Clint’s wife Suzanne and their family, we rejoice that Clint’s work made such a difference in the lives of others. 
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